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Disclaimer 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 

author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European 

Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can 

be held responsible for them. 

©Path4Med Consortium 

This document contains unpublished original work unless clearly stated otherwise. Previously 

published material and the work of others have been acknowledged by appropriate citation 

or quotation, or both. Reproduction is authorized provided the source is acknowledged. 
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1. The Path4Med Project 

1.1. About the Path4Med Project  
Path4Med is an interdisciplinary and participatory initiative designed to set clear pathways 

towards tackling water and soil pollution. By promoting novel agricultural practices, integrated 

monitoring techniques, and evidence-based solutions, the project empowers local communities 

and public authorities to tackle environmental pollution proactively. The project, integrates 

technologies at Demonstration Sites using the Living Labs approach, facilitates the exchange of 

knowledge, and supports the effective communication of data, findings, and best practices 

through dedicated digital platforms and tools. This approach includes a collaborative, real-life 

testing environment where farmers, irrigators, advisors, water user associations (WUAs), public 

authorities, and other local stakeholders work together as equal partners. 

These Living Labs are based on site-specific demonstration farms that are part of broader 

systems (e.g., watersheds), allowing the project to examine how agricultural practices affect 

water and soil quality — from the farm to rivers and all the way to the sea. The aim is to co-

develop, test, adapt, and promote innovative solutions that are relevant to local conditions and 

directly shaped by those who will use or be affected by them. This ensures stronger impact, 

practical relevance, and long-term adoption of results. 

Path4Med implementation will be based on seven (7) concept-based, multiscale, and 

multidisciplinary groups of Demonstration Sites involving eleven (11) large scale demonstration 

sites (river basin scale) organised using the Living Labs (LLs) approach. The Demonstrations will 

be used:  

i) as testbeds for the testing, evaluation, and adaptation of the examined technologies and 

solutions at various scales on local conditions; 

 

ii) as sources of constructed and documented datasets to assist the adaptation, calibration and 

validation of the tools, models and systems integration; 

 

iii) to test and evaluate the integrated communication platform in real-life conditions, ensuring 

it delivers spatially explicit and user-relevant information to stakeholders in the field; 

 

iv) as sources of educational material, and 

 

v) to showcase and advocate the effectiveness and viability of the proposed pathways and 

solutions to farmers, local actors, and policy makers.  

 

The Demonstration Sites are organised in concept based demonstration groups (DGs) targeting 

specific regions and conditions in order to better coordinate activities and to make it more 

concise (Table 1). 

  



        

 
Annex 1: Call for Evaluators 

 

4 

Table 1. Path4Med Demonstration Sites 

DG1 - East-Med (Greece/ Turkey/ Cyprus) 

1 DG1.1 Sperchios River basin, Greece 

2 DG1.2 Seyhan River basin, Turkey 

3 DG1.3 Ezousa / Diarizos River basin, Cyprus 

DG2 - Nordic (Norway/Denmark) 

4 DG2.1 Mørdre, Skuterud, Time & Vasshaglona catchments, Norway 

5 DG2.2 Fillerup treatment wetland (NBS), Denmark 

DG3 - Ukraine 

6 DG3.1 Dnipro Basin 

DG4 - Spain 

7 DG4.1 Navarra Region 

8 DG4.2 Lleida and Segre river watershed 

DG5 - Portugal 

9 DG5.1 Tagus Vulnerable Zone & Dao River basin 

DG6 - Italy 

10 DG6.1 Basilicata 

DG7 - France 

11 DG7.1 Maugio 

 

The following categories represent the main types of solutions that will be developed within 

Path4Med: 
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Table 2. Path4Med solution categories1 

1 
Novel monitoring strategies (including IoT, water sampling and DNA extraction 

protocols) 

2 Integrated indicators for water management and water quality/quantity monitoring 

3 
Earth Observation data sources and analysis techniques representing states and fluxes 

of the Agro-Hydro System. 

4 
Innovative data aggregations and interpretation methodologies (incl. digital twins, 

modelling, AI) improving capacity on risk assessment and response. 

5 
Framework of effective cascades of solutions/toolbox of agricultural approaches, 

practice and technologies. 

6 Location-based information services for farmers and advisors 

7 
Technologies to reduce presence of excess nutrients and agrochemical residues in 

water bodies. 

8 
Policies design and evaluation through the integrated, policy enabled modelling 

platform 

9 Information based precision irrigation and nutrient management system. 

 

To achieve long-term adoption and integration of these solutions, it is essential for Path4Med 

to secure the support and endorsement of decision-makers and public authorities across 

Europe. Therefore, the project will not only provide theoretical recommendations but also 

facilitate the practical implementation of the solutions by making them accessible to public 

authorities through an Open Call (OC). This Open Call will create a valuable opportunity to 

further evaluate, rigorously test, and refine the developed solutions in real-world scenarios. 

Additionally, it will serve as a platform to garner support and advocacy for the scaling up and 

widespread promotion of these solutions, ensuring their long-lasting impact and sustainability. 

2. Path4Med Open Call 

2.1. Open Call Specifics 
Path4Med plans to implement Demonstration Sites throughout the Mediterranean region to 

evaluate the project's solutions and pave the way for their broader adoption. For sustained long-

term use, however, it is essential to secure backing from decision-makers across Europe. 

Therefore, the project will extend beyond theoretical suggestions and empower public 

authorities through a single Open Call (OC). This initiative will offer a chance to further evaluate, 

refine, and enhance the solutions while garnering support for their expansion. 

The OC aims to: 

 
1 More detailed information, including descriptions, implementation considerations, and examples for 
each category, can be found in Annex 10 – Solution Descriptions. 
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● Reproduce the solutions developed by the project and demonstrate their functionality 

for future uptake at different scales and across different regions. 

● Promote and empower public authorities and citizens to take action against soil, water 

and ocean pollution. 

● Accelerate the uptake of innovative solutions, particularly in less developed regions. 

Each category (Table 2) includes a set of specific technologies, methods, or tools (referred to as 

“solutions”), developed within the Path4Med project. Applicants must select at least one 

category and implement one or more solutions from it, based on the needs and priorities of 

their region. Applicants are encouraged to combine solutions either within the same category 

or across different categories, provided this approach aligns with their regional needs and 

remains feasible within the project scope. 

Please note: Proposals addressing multiple solutions will not be evaluated favourably. A 

proposal implementing one solution will be evaluated equally with a proposal implementing 

several, using the same criteria according to the Remote Evaluation key points outlined in 

Section 3.5.2 of the Open Call Applicants Guide (Annex 4). 

Detailed descriptions and examples of the categories can be found in Annex 10. 

Indicative examples: 

● One category and one solution 

Applicant A chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on IoT-based 

monitoring systems. 

● One category and two solutions from the same category 

Applicant B chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on the combination 

of DNA-based indicators and real-time water quality monitoring. 

● Two categories and two solutions 

Applicant C chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on DNA extraction 

protocols, and also chooses the category Earth Observation data sources and analysis 

techniques to focus on the monitoring of chlorophyll-a concentrations. 

Subprojects are expected to implement and demonstrate the selected solution(s) in a real-

world setting within their region. Their role is to apply the solution(s) in context, gather 

feedback, and contribute to the assessment of feasibility, adaptability, and impact. 

Subgrantees are also expected to collaborate with relevant local stakeholders (e.g. farmers, 

advisors, water managers, citizens) and ensure that their activities: 

● Address local challenges related to water and soil pollution 

● Support knowledge sharing and stakeholder engagement 

● Provide insights that contribute to the validation, improvement, and potential scale-up 

of the selected solution(s) 

● Deliver environmental and societal benefits aligned with Path4Med’s goals 
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Subprojects are not expected to develop new solutions but to apply, adapt, and test the ones 

developed within the project, helping ensure their relevance and replicability across regions. 

 

The subprojects performed by the selected public authorities will have an implementation 

timeframe of 9 months. The 9-month implementation period will be divided into three (3) 

phases:  

Table 3. Path4Med Open Call: project implementation phases 

Phase Duration Payment schedule Deliverable 

Phase 1 
Feasibility 

1 month 
Jul. ‘26 

(M1) 

Payment of 20% of the total 
grant  

Feasibility Plan 

Phase 2 
Replicability 

6 months 
Aug. ‘26 - Jan. ‘27 

(M2-M7) 

Payment of 60% of the total 
grant 

Demonstration report 

Phase 3 
Scalability 

2 months 
Feb. ‘27 - Mar ‘27 

(M8-M9) 

Payment of 20% of the total 
grant 

Scale-up Plan 

 

Important note: Payments take place after the submission and evaluation of each deliverable 

and within one (1) month after final acceptance has occurred. 

Targeted applicants: 

Each subproject will be composed from single applicants. For the purposes of this Open Call, 

only local and/or regional public authorities are eligible to apply. 

• Public authorities acting on a regional or local level are governmental or administrative 

bodies established under public law that operate within a specific sub-national 

geographical area (region, city, town, etc.) and are responsible for exercising public 

functions and providing services to the population within that area. 

The Path4MED open call seeks applications from public authorities with clearly defined 

responsibilities including (but not limited to): Water management, Soil management, 

Environmental protection, Meteorology, and Agricultural policies. Public authorities 

active in other domains relevant to the implementation and testing of the innovative 

solutions described in the applicant's guide and Annex 10 are also welcome to apply. 

• This category does not include public bodies without regulatory or administrative 

authority, such as universities and research institutes even if they are publicly owned or 

established by public law. 

Universities and research organisations may still be involved in the subprojects, but only 

through subcontracting with eligible public authorities. 

• If a public university or research institution also exercises regulatory or administrative 

authority, it may be considered eligible provided this mandate is clearly defined in the 

organisation’s establishment documents or relevant national legislation. 

 

The table below contains key numbers of the Open Call:  
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Table 4. Path4Med Open Call | Key Numbers 

Path4Med Open 

Call 

Total amount 
Max. budget per 

sub-project 
No. of projects 

Partners per 

project 

500k Euros 100k Euros 5 1 

Important note: Path4Med will only accept applications from a single applicant per proposal 
(no Consortia allowed). 

The submission timeline of the Open Call for the proposals is from the 29th of October 2025 to 

the 30th of January 2026. 

2.2. Opencalls.fund platform 
The opencalls.fund platform is a digital platform for the management of the applications for 

financial support to third parties and accelerator programs, developed and maintained by 

reframe.food. The Path4Med Open Call for Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) will be 

published through the opencalls.fund platform. 

 

We are looking for evaluators! 

• Evaluators profile 
We are looking for independent evaluators, who will be able to assess the quality of applications 

received within the Path4Med Open Call, shortly after its closure. 

Evaluators must be: 

➔ European -EU nationals Member States (MS) of the European Union (EU), including their 

outermost regions, as well as Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) linked to an EU 

Member, as well as nationals of Horizon Europe associated countries, full list here). 

➔ Experienced in technical and/or business domains related to the topics of the call and 

knowledge indicatively in the following domains, i.e. agriculture, ecosystem and 

biodiversity management and restoration, soil and water ecosystem monitoring, 

application of management solutions, agri-environmental techs, policy frameworks, 

Mediterranean agro-hydro systems, society and territorial awareness. 

➔ Experienced in evaluating EC proposals or have similar experience. 

An evaluator should not work for an organisation that aims to apply for the Path4Med Open 

Call, nor in an organisation participating in the Path4Med consortium2. 

All evaluators must declare beforehand any known conflicts of interest and must immediately 

inform the Path4Med Consortium staff if they detect a conflict of interest during the evaluation. 

The evaluator’s contract also requires evaluators to maintain strict confidentiality with respect 

to the whole evaluation process.  

All evaluators must follow any instruction given by the Path4Med Consortium to ensure this. 

Under no circumstance may an evaluator attempt to contact an applicant on his/her own 

 
2 According to HE programme: an affiliated entity is an entity that has a link with a beneficiary, in particular 
legal or capital link, which is neither limited to the project nor is established for the sole purpose of its 
implementation. 

https://opencalls.fund/
https://opencalls.fund/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
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account, during the evaluation process. Confidentiality rules must be always adhered to before, 

during and after the evaluation. All external evaluators will sign a confidentiality declaration.  

All evaluators must adhere to the guiding principles for independent experts set out by the EC 

including independence, impartiality, objectivity, accuracy and consistency. 

The evaluators will be in charge of providing a neutral yet technical/scientific review of the 

received applications on the following aspects: 

● Excellence [Scoring 1-5; threshold 3]: How well thought out is their plan? 

This includes the depth and feasibility of the approach they intend to use to successfully 

accomplish the requirements of each implementation phase. 

● Impact [Scoring 1–5, threshold 3]: To what extent does the proposal demonstrate the 

potential for long-term positive effects on the environment, society, or the 

local/regional economy? 

This includes considering the proposals’ potential to deliver measurable and lasting 

environmental, social, or economic benefits, with well-defined strategies for 

sustainability, stakeholder engagement, dissemination, and potential for replication or 

policy uptake within and beyond the Path4Med ecosystem. 

● Capacity [Scoring 1-5, threshold 3]: Will they be able to meet the organisational 

requirements during implementation? 

This includes the organisational capacity and resources ranging from flexibility in annual 

programming, to personnel and skills required to effectively execute their proposal. 

The full evaluation criteria of the Open Call are specified in the respective Open Call kit 

documents. In addition, the kit will be part of the evaluators’ manual. The evaluation process 

per application as well as specific reimbursement of evaluators’ efforts will be listed. It is 

important to note that the number of applications per evaluator depends on several factors: the 

time availability of the evaluators, the number of submitted applications, and the number of 

evaluators to be selected throughout the Open Call. 

● Financial Benefits 
Evaluators will be compensated at a daily rate of €450, in accordance with European Commission 

rules. Two evaluators will be assigned to each proposal, with a projected capacity of three (3) 

proposal evaluations per day.  

Payment will be done in Euros by bank transfer on the personal account of the evaluators, up to 

60 days after submission of the evaluations and reception of an invoice from the evaluator.  

The minimum and maximum number of days per evaluator will depend on the number of 

applications received, and other factors such as availability of the evaluator throughout the 

process, etc. 

● Evaluation procedure 
The entire evaluation process will take place remotely on the opencalls.fund platform; no 

physical meetings are planned. The evaluation process will start with a short briefing meeting 

(online), providing additional project context, and elaborating on the procedures and 

https://opencalls.fund/
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expectations, with a particular focus on the evaluation criteria and the nuances of the different 

categories. Guidelines for the evaluators will also be shared at this time. 

Each proposal will be assigned to two (2) evaluators. Each evaluator is expected to individually 

score each evaluation criterion and provide comments that justify their score. Evaluators are 

expected to work within their expertise for each criteria and ensure that any comments made 

align with the score they give. After completing their evaluation, each pair of evaluators will 

have to consolidate their evaluations into one report, ensuring that they reach a mutual 

agreement on the proposal’s merits. The process will be monitored and facilitated by the OC 

Manager. This collaborative process ensures consistency in judgement and guards against bias, 

ultimately leading to the selection of the most deserving proposals. The effort of consolidation 

is included in the overall fee and is not reimbursed separately. 

In case the difference in total scores between evaluators is significant (>5), a consensus meeting 
between the two evaluators will be held to seek adjustments. In case the consensus meeting is 
unsuccessful, an online interview of the applicant by a third external evaluator will be 
conducted.  

● Evaluators selection process 
Evaluators will be selected by the Path4Med OC Advisory Board based on their competences 

and needs of the Open Call. Only the selected evaluators will be communicated via email. 

● Expression of interest 
If you are interested in being an evaluator, first you need to register as a user to the 

opencalls.fund platform. Then you can proceed and apply as an evaluator, by filling in all 

necessary fields and uploading your CV (as .pdf) - the application shouldn’t take more than 5 

minutes! 

 

 

Apply here 

 

If you know someone else who might be qualified for this task and might be interested, please 

forward this to him or her. By applying to Path4Med Call for Evaluators, applicants automatically 

accept all the rules and conditions described below: 

 

● Tentative timeline of activities for Open Call* 
Path4Med Open Call duration for evaluators: October 2025 – November 2025 

Eligibility check of the received evaluators’ applications: November 2025 - December 2025. 

Contracting with selected evaluators: February 2026. 

https://opencalls.fund/
https://opencalls.fund/
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Evaluation of Open Call proposals by the external evaluators: February 2026 - April 2026 

* Dates may be revised/ amended due to unforeseen events and situations. 

● Evaluators’ liability 
All evaluators will be required to sign a declaration of no conflict of interest and non-disclosure 

agreement with the Path4Med consortium prior to the evaluation start.  

By applying to the Path4Med Call for evaluators and registration to the opencalls.fund (OCF), 

the expert: 

➔ understands that applying (registration) does not guarantee the selection as an 

evaluator for any of the Open Calls. 

➔ understands that a signed Code of Conduct and a Declaration of Honor (DoH) will have 

to be provided, along with any other requested documents if the applicant is selected 

to serve as an evaluator for a specific Open Call published on the OCF platform. 

➔ acknowledges that for each Open Call, the designated coordination team will contact 

them to confirm their availability to conduct evaluations within the specified time 

frame. This may also include participation in a briefing session prior to the evaluation 

and a debriefing session after the selection process, if required. Specific timelines and 

requirements will be communicated in advance for each Open Call. 

➔ confirms the interest to be informed about the future opportunities to act as an 

evaluator on ongoing and upcoming Open Calls that will be conducted on OCF. 

➔ assures that he/she will only evaluate the applications of applicants for whom she/he 

does not have a Conflict of Interest (CoI). 

● Admissibility 

➔ The applicant must be a European (EU nationals (Member States (MS) of the European 

Union (EU), including their outermost regions, as well as Overseas Countries and 

Territories (OCT) linked to EU Member) as well as nationals of Horizon Europe associated 

countries, full list HERE) (Note: if you are not a citizen of these countries, but a 

resident/taxpayer in one of these countries, you are still eligible to become an 

evaluator).  

➔ Applications can be submitted at any time starting from October 29, 2025, and they 

should be submitted before November 28, 2025. 

Applications must be submitted electronically via the opencalls.fund platform electronic 

submission system as indicated in this call, using the form provided inside opencalls.fund 

platform, and a CV, as .pdf, must be attached as part of the application. Paper or email 

submissions will NOT be accepted. 

Applications must be complete for all parts, and CV should be readable, accessible and printable.  

If the admissibility criteria are respected, then the evaluation of the expert will be performed by 

the Open Call Advisory Board and the OC Manager. To formalise the collaboration, if not 

http://opencalls.fund/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://opencalls.fund/
https://opencalls.fund/
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specified differently, a service contract will be signed between the OC Treasurer/Coordinator 

and the evaluators.  

By applying for evaluators, interested applicants automatically accept the Guidelines in this Call 

for Evaluators and all the guidelines and requirements emerging from documentation included 

in the Open Call kit.  

● Conflict of interest 

Evaluators must not have a conflict of interest at the time of their appointment and must sign a 

contract with a declaration that no such conflict exists. They also must inform the consortium 

should such a conflict arise in any of the applications they have been assigned. When a potential 

conflict of interest is reported by the evaluator or brought to the attention of the consortium by 

any means, the project consortium will analyse the circumstances and any objective elements 

of information available. If the consortium concludes that there is conflict of interest, the 

evaluator will be excluded from the evaluation of that application. All potential conflicts of 

interest will be assessed carefully. Please see more info here. 

● Confidentiality 
Evaluators are bound by confidentiality, as all information relating to the assessment process is 

strictly confidential. They are not allowed to disclose any information about the applications 

submitted and results of the assessment and selection to anyone. They are also not allowed to 

use the ideas of the application for their own purposes. 

 

Good luck and thank you for your interest.  

We are looking forward to collaborating with you! 

The Path4Med OC Team  

 

END OF DOCUMENT 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/protection-eu-budget/conflict-interest_en

