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DEMONSTRATING INNOVATIVE PATHWAYS
ADDRESSING WATER POLLUTION IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN AGRO+HYDRO*SYSTEM

Open Call for Financial Support to Third Parties as a
mechanism to showcase the feasibility, replicability and
scalability of innovation solutions through Public
Authorities in the Mediterranean
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Disclaimer

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European
Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can
be held responsible for them.

©Path4Med Consortium

This document contains unpublished original work unless clearly stated otherwise. Previously
published material and the work of others have been acknowledged by appropriate citation
or quotation, or both. Reproduction is authorized provided the source is acknowledged.
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1.Introduction

Path4Med is an interdisciplinary and participatory initiative designed to set clear pathways
towards tackling water and soil pollution. By promoting novel agricultural practices, integrated
monitoring techniques, and evidence-based solutions, the project empowers local communities
and public authorities to tackle environmental pollution proactively. The project, integrates
technologies at Demonstration Sites using the Living Labs approach, facilitates the exchange of
knowledge, and supports the effective communication of data, findings, and best practices
through dedicated digital platforms and tools. This approach includes a collaborative, real-life
testing environment where farmers, irrigators, advisors, water user associations (WUAs), public
authorities, and other local stakeholders work together as equal partners.

These Living Labs are based on site-specific demonstration farms that are part of broader
systems (e.g., watersheds), allowing the project to examine how agricultural practices affect
water and soil quality — from the farm to rivers and all the way to the sea. The aim is to co-
develop, test, adapt, and promote innovative solutions that are relevant to local conditions and
directly shaped by those who will use or be affected by them. This ensures stronger impact,
practical relevance, and long-term adoption of results.

Path4Med implementation will be based on seven (7) concept-based, multiscale, and
multidisciplinary groups of Demonstration Sites involving eleven (11) large scale demonstration
sites (river basin scale) organized using the Living Labs (LLs) approach. The Demonstrations will
be used:

i) as testbeds for the testing, evaluation, and adaptation of the examined technologies and
solutions at various scales on local conditions;

ii) as sources of constructed and documented datasets to assist the adaptation, calibration and
validation of the tools, models and systems integration;

iii) To test and evaluate the integrated communication platform in real-life conditions, ensuring
it delivers spatially explicit and user-relevant information to stakeholders in the field;

iv) as sources of educational material, and

v) to showcase and advocate the effectiveness and viability of the proposed pathways and
solutions to farmers, local actors, and policy makers.

2.Path4Med Open Call

Path4Med plans to implement Demonstration Sites throughout the Mediterranean region to
evaluate the project's solutions and pave the way for their broader adoption. For sustained long-
term use, however, it is essential to secure backing from decision-makers across Europe.
Therefore, the project will extend beyond theoretical suggestions and empower public
authorities through a single Open Call (OC). This initiative will offer a chance to further evaluate,
refine, and enhance the solutions while garnering support for their expansion.
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The OC aims to:

e Reproduce the solutions developed by the project and demonstrate their functionality
for future uptake at different scales and across different regions’

e Accelerate the uptake of innovative solutions, particularly in less developed regions.
Promote and empower public authorities and citizens to take action against soil, water
and ocean pollution.

Each category (Table 2 of the Open Call Applicants Guide - Annex 4) includes a set of specific
technologies, methods, or tools (referred to as “solutions”), developed within the Path4Med
project. Applicants must select at least one category and implement one or more solutions from
it, based on the needs and priorities of their region. Applicants are encouraged to combine
solutions either within the same category or across different categories, provided this approach
aligns with their regional needs and remains feasible within the project scope.

Please note: Proposals addressing multiple solutions will not be evaluated favourably. A
proposal implementing one solution will be evaluated equally with a proposal implementing
several, using the same criteria according to the Remote Evaluation key points outlined in
Section 3.5.2 of the Open Call Applicants Guide (Annex 4).

Detailed descriptions and examples of the categories can be found in Annex 10.

Indicative examples:

e One category and one solution
Applicant A chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on loT-based
monitoring systems.

e One category and two solutions from the same category
Applicant B chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on the combination
of DNA-based indicators and real-time water quality monitoring.

e Two categories and two solutions
Applicant C chooses the category Novel Monitoring Strategies and focuses on DNA extraction
protocols, and also chooses the category Earth Observation data sources and analysis
techniques to focus on the monitoring of chlorophyll-a concentrations.

Subprojects are expected to implement and demonstrate the selected solution(s) in a real-
world setting within their region. Their role is to apply the solution(s) in context, gather
feedback, and contribute to the assessment of feasibility, adaptability, and impact.

Subgrantees are also expected to collaborate with relevant local stakeholders (e.g. farmers,
advisors, water managers, citizens) and ensure that their activities:
® Address local challenges related to water and soil pollution
e Support knowledge sharing and stakeholder engagement
e Provide insights that contribute to the validation, improvement, and potential scale-up
of the selected solution(s)
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e Deliver environmental and societal benefits aligned with Path4Med’s goals

Subprojects are not expected to develop new solutions but to apply, adapt, and test the ones
developed within the project, helping ensure their relevance and replicability across regions.

The subprojects performed by the selected single entities will have an implementation
timeframe of 9 months. The 9-month implementation period will be divided into three (3)

phases:

Table 1. Path4Med Open Call: project implementation phases

Phase 1

Feasibility

Phase 2

Replicability

Phase 3

Scalability

Duration

1 month
Jul. 26
(M1)

Payment schedule

Payment of 20% of the total
grant

Deliverable

Feasibility Plan

6 months
Aug. ‘26 - Jan. 27
(M2-M7)

Payment of 60% of the total
grant

Demonstration report

2 months
Feb. ‘27 - Mar 27
(M8-M9)

Payment of 20% of the total
grant

Scale-up Plan

Important note: Payments take place after the submission and evaluation of each deliverable
and within one (1) month after final acceptance has occurred.

Targeted applicants:

Each subproject will be composed from single applicants. For the purposes of this Open Call,

only local and/or regional public authorities are eligible to apply.
e Public authorities acting on a regional or local level are governmental or administrative
bodies established under public law that operate within a specific sub-national
geographical area (region, city, town, etc.) and are responsible for exercising public

functions and providing services to the population within that area.

The Path4MED open call seeks applications from public authorities with clearly defined
responsibilities including (but not limited to): Water management, Soil management,
Environmental protection, Meteorology, and Agricultural policies. Public authorities
active in other domains relevant to the implementation and testing of the innovative
solutions described in the applicant's guide and Annex 10 are also welcome to apply.
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This category does not include public bodies without regulatory or administrative
authority, such as universities and research institutes even if they are publicly owned or
established by public law.

Universities and research organisations may still be involved in the subprojects, but
only through subcontracting with eligible public authorities.

o If a public university or research institution also exercises regulatory or administrative
authority, it may be considered eligible provided this mandate is clearly defined in the
organisation’s establishment documents or relevant national legislation.

The table below contains key numbers of the Open Call:

Table 2. Path4Med Open Call | Key Numbers

Max. budget . Partners per
Total amount No. of projects

Path4Med Open per sub-project project
Call

500k Euros

100k Euros

The submission timeline of the Open Call for the proposals is from the 29'" of October 2025 to
the 30" of January 2026.




